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ABSTRACT

The aim of the African Orphan Crops Consortium (AOCC) is improve the nutrition,
productivity and climatic adaptability of some of Africa’s most important food crops,
helping to decrease the malnutrition and stunting rife among the continent’s rural
children. To achieve these goals AOCC is working with African governments and
foundations to develop long-term support for plant breeding of crops important to African
diets. The AOCC has begun by investing in training Africa’s top breeders to integrate
modern tools into their plant breeding programs; sequence the reference genomes and
100 lines for each of 101 African orphan crops. The crops were chosen based on surveys
from over 100 scientist, sociologist, anthropologist from Africa or working in Africa.
Although there is little research on each of the crops, they were chosen for their
importance in African diets as well as their nutritional profiles. Examples include bambara
groundnut, Ethiopian mustard, finger millet, spider plant, guava and baobab. This talk will
focus on the attributes of the chosen crops as well as current progress in the AOCC
program.
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