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Abstract 
 

Containerized ornamental plants are an important part of the nursery industry in 

Canada. However, production of these plants is contributing to an increase use of 

fertilizer that is typically applied using generalized recommendations.  The proposed 

research will help determine the optimal controlled-release fertilizer concentrations and 

optimal timing of application for two economically important shrubs, Hydrangea ‘lime 

light’ and Hibiscus ‘Sugar tip’. Determining the optimal fertilization application 

concentration to suit species-specific container shrubs would reduce production time 

resulting in a higher turn out of containerized shrubs per season. This would allow higher 

profit margins to the Canadian horticultural industry while producing an environmentally 

responsible product. 
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